
 

MRDG Example: Historic Cabin Management  --  Additional Information 

Step 1 – Requirements of Other Legislation 

Archeological and Historic Preservation Act (1974) (16 U.S.C. 469-469c; P. L. 93-291) – This act consists 
of amendments to the Reservoir Salvage Act (P. L. 86-532; June 27, 1960) made in 1974 by P. L. 93-291 
and in 1978 by P. L. 95-625; provided for the preservation of significant scientific, prehistoric, historic, 
and archeological materials and data that might be lost or destroyed as a result of federally sponsored 
projects”  
 
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties (1995) in 36 CFR 
Chapter 1, Part 68 – to set forth standards for the treatment of historic properties.  
Important Note: To prevent multiple interpretations of terminology, “preservation,” as described in this 
minimum requirements analysis, comes from the treatment as defined in the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties.   
 
Important Note: To prevent multiple interpretations of terminology, “preservation,” as described in this 
minimum requirements analysis, comes from the treatment as defined in the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties.  
 
Step 2 – Other Direction 
 
listed or eligible for listing in the National Register and give the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
a reasonable opportunity to comment. While it does not require the preservation of such properties, it 
does require that their historic or prehistoric values be considered in weighing the benefits and costs of 
federal undertakings to determine what is in the public interest. 
 
NPS-28: CULTURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT GUIDELINE 
CHAPTER 8: MANAGEMENT OF HISTORIC AND PREHISTORIC STRUCTURES 
C. Planning 
c. Removal or Neglect 
Demolishing a historic structure or deliberately allowing it to decay naturally is justifiable only when all 
alternatives have been determined infeasible in the planning process. Management Policies prohibits 
demolition unless necessary for public safety or to eliminate an unacceptable intrusion. 
 
No structure listed in or potentially eligible for the National Register will be removed or deliberately 
neglected without review by cultural resource specialists and approval by the regional director. If a 
potentially eligible structure has not been evaluated for the National Register, the state historic 
preservation officer (SHPO) will be consulted regarding its eligibility. If the SHPO agrees that the 
structure does not meet National Register criteria, removal or deliberate neglect may occur without 
further consultation under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. 
 
Before a structure eligible for the National Register is removed or allowed to deteriorate, 
documentation recording it must be prepared in accordance with Section 110(b) of the National Historic 
Preservation Act and must be submitted to and accepted by the Chief, HABS/HAER Program. (For 
additional information see "Graphic Documentation," above.) 



 
 
NPS Management Policies 2006 
Wilderness Preservation and Management 
 
6.3.8 Cultural Resources 
The Wilderness Act specifies that the designation of any area of the park system as wilderness “shall in 
no manner lower the standards evolved for the use and preservation of” such unit of the park system 
under the various laws applicable to that unit (16 USC 1133(a)(3)). Thus, the laws pertaining to historic 
preservation also remain applicable within wilderness but must generally be administered to preserve 
the area’s wilderness character. The responsible decision-maker will include appropriate consideration 
of the application of these provisions of the Wilderness Act in analyses and decision-making concerning 
cultural resources. 
 
Cultural resources that have been included within wilderness will be protected and maintained 
according to the pertinent laws and policies governing cultural resources using management methods 
that are consistent with the preservation of wilderness character and values. These laws include the 
Antiquities Act and the Historic Sites, Buildings and Antiquities Act, as well as subsequent historic 
preservation legislation, including the National Historic Preservation Act, the Archaeological Resources 
Protection Act, and the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act. The Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards and Guidelines for Archeology and Historic Preservation projects provide direction 
for protection and maintenance. 
 
NPS Director's order #41: Wilderness Stewardship, 6.12 Cultural Resources 

Wilderness may contain features of scientific, educational, scenic, and historical values that are also 
cultural resources. There has been prior human use in all areas now designated as wilderness, 
resulting in archeological  sites, historic  structures, cultural landscapes,  and associated features, 
objects, and traditional cultural properties located in many wilderness areas that contribute to our 
appreciation of wilderness. It is important to recognize that all laws intended to preserve our 
cultural heritage are applicable in wilderness and must be applied in concert with the Wilderness  
Act.   Also  see Management  Policies  2006, Section 6.3.8. 

NPS managers must maintain an affirmative cultural resource management program in wilderness, 
but these sites must additionally be treated in a manner that preserves other wilderness resources 
and character. Measures to protect and inventory cultural resources in wilderness  must comply with 
the Wilderness  Act provisions  for minimum  requirements  analysis. 

Cultural resource specialists must fully participate in the development of a park's Wilderness 
Stewardship Plan.  Wilderness stewardship specialists must fully participate in the development of a 
park's cultural stewardship plan when cultural resources are present  in wilderness.   In  keeping with 
the  Secretary of the Interior's  Standards for managing  cultural  resources,  a variety of management 
actions may be taken, including restoration or stabilization of a site or property, or professional  level 
documentation  and removal  after appropriate steps have been taken to  comply with the National 
Historic Preservation Act (16 U.S.C. 470f). Parties interested in the historic preservation issue(s) must 
be consulted, including but not limited to, appropriate tribal government officials, including Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers, Alaska Natives, and Native Hawaiian Organizations, State Historic 
Preservation Officers and, if necessary,  the Advisory Council  on Historic Preservation. 

http://www.nps.gov/policy/mp/policies.html#_Toc157232838

